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Two goals:
 User profile

 Experience with GIS?
 Division?
 Undergraduate, graduate, faculty?

 Planning
 Technology and software to invest
 Workshops to offer

Survey Purpose



 Qualtrics
 Spring quarter (March-June)
 Sent to 88 people
 25 respondents
 20 questions

 Demographics
 GIS use

Survey specs



Who is seeking assistance from the GIS librarian?

Analysis

Comparing users seeking assistance from GIS librarian (Q16) 
and usage of GIS resources in the library (Q6) (n=23): 
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Unsure if sought assistance

Have NOT sought assistance from GIS Librarian

HAVE sought assistance from GIS Librarian

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14

Have not used library GIS Have used library GIS

P-value= 0.001139 , <0.05



Who is seeking assistance from the GIS librarian?

Analysis

Comparing users seeking assistance from GIS librarian 
(Q16) and experience with GIS (Q1) (n=22)
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Expert user of GIS (i.e. daily user of GIS tools)

Experienced with GIS (i.e. have completed a project using GIS)

Limited experience with GIS (i.e. have tried a tool like ArcGIS)

No experience with GIS, but interested in learning more

Have not sought assistance Have sought assistance

P-value= 0.264197597, >0.05



Investing in software and hardware for GIS
Which of the following GIS software and related tools would you find useful to have access to via 
Library computers? (multi-choice question, total respondents= 21, total responses=75) 

Planning
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GeoDa

QGIS

Stata

Google Earth Pro

R and RStudio

ArcGIS Suite



Investing in software and hardware for GIS
What other technology would you like to see at the library to aid GIS research and projects? (multi-
choice question, total respondents=23, total responses=127)

Planning
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Spaces for groups to work on GIS projects

Server space for saving and reopening current GIS projects

GIS data repository for archiving completed projects and research

Dual or large monitors at workstations

GIS books, e-books, and journals

Subscriptions to databases for spatial data and imagery



Workshops and instruction planning
What types of GIS workshops or tutorials would you like a GIS librarian to teach? (multi-choice 
question, total respondents=23, total responses=97)

Planning
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Other

Introduction to QGIS

Introduction to ArcGIS Desktop

Finding geospatial data resources

Introduction to ArcGIS Online

Georeferencing and digitizing maps

Spatial data literacy

1 hour or less 6
1-2 hours 15
2-3 hours 2
>3 hours 0
Grand Total 23

What is the ideal length of a GIS workshop? 



Questions? 
Comments? 

Concerns?

Taylor Hixson, Resident Librarian for GIS
taylorhixson@uchicago.edu
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